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.\ir. Chairman, l>adio.s and Gen- 1 found nowhere elM; and in ad 
tlemen: — d it ion to thetf , we find ever and 

\\ hen Robert Q. Ingersoll paid i at all times the highest grade of 
ili, debt of Datura and disap- | philosophy and a strict adherence 

pa 



to lie seen 
the end of 

its greatest orator and one of 
the most remarkable men that 
ever trod the surtace of this old 
earth. With his death and dis- 
appearance, one ot tlie greatest 
minds, one of the gentlest and 
kindest natures that ever existed 
in human forms hid an eternal 
farewell to these material scenes 
and environments. As he passed 
from the mystery of life into that 
of death, the curtain fell upon a 



to rationalism and common sense. 

The orations of deero and De 
most hones, heretofore considered 

the Boremioet productions of the 
human mind, are far from equal- 
ing those of IngersoLl's, and by 
them are cast into the shade. 
They occupy a high place in our 
classics, and ever will, but the 
pinnacle id' fame is now held by 
the oratorical produ< 
greatest champion 
thought the world has ever seeD 
— Robert G. Ingersoll. 

As an advocate of Kreethought, 
[ngersoll assumed a position 
the real ma of oratory never 
fore occupied hy the really great 
historical orators, for thi 
of thought was some specialty 
and their object its attainment. 
Politic* . statesmanship and re- 
ligion, science and philosophy 
have all had their great orator- 
: i al exponents, but in Ingersoll 
wo see a new departure, for 
plea and his purpose was to 
emancipate the human mind from 
every kind and system of mental 
slavery. His aim was to insure 
absolute free thought on every 
sub.jeot that interests or concerns 
mankind; and in a work of this 
kind he oeco—rfft bond religion 
and religious advocates bis worst 
enemies 

Kreethought aril religion are 
naturally antagonistic, for relig- 
on is surrounded by barriers, he- 

Ing'ers^ Ibvi** i^J\^^MXJS>^ 

aweepa aside all limitations and 
says there is nothing too sacred 
for dicussion and investigation; 
nothing knowable that man 
should not know and become fa 
m. liar with. 

Ingersoll's keynote was "Lib- 
erty," and at all times and in all 
places he was animated by 



oaroor with which history will 
insure an influence and a memory 
as long as history is read, 
tore generations take an interest 
in the deeds and doings of theii 

predoceaaom As the history of 

the world is the history of great 
men, there is no more doubt 
about his retention of a perma- 
nont place on lis pa<:es than there 
is for the supination that a time 

will some day »' When oratory 

will lose its chamis, and the hon- 
est etlorts of heart and brain to 
increase the joys of life and lift 
higher the human race in the 
na fa of being, will pass without 
appreciation and approval. 

long us the human heart throbs 
with kindness and sympathy 
Ion;.' as mental freedom is p 
a-s a blessing, and the right 
think and s[>eak every' »'™e re 
Mid honest thought is held in due 
■ works yi 

Robert c. 

swav and influence those mm 
come after us. Great thoughts 
are endowed with immortality | 
and in the realms of intellect the 
minds of the future will, as they 
do todav, see and recognize the 
MM al life's possibilities. 

Then never lived a eeenbina 
tion of greet heart and greet 

brain thai was without power W 

reach beyond the graye and play 

a prominent part in the attains 
of men, and we can no more cut 
loose from the influences of the 
past than we can sunder the eud- 
Ls chain of cause and euect that 

mna all through Nature Bvery 
genua who baa played bin part 

r„ human flairs has left imper- 

^hable Lnfluencea that will tor- 

,. V cr stimulate men to action and 
induce others to try and exceil 
a( . ( . olu pHshnicnts. The poets, 
Se statesmen the philosophers, 

Lira orator*, the mnaieiana, end 
the warriors have all toft ties, 

influences; and the youth m 

eryland baa found bkkiaelfroffl 

M ,„. of them. and begun U» 
wlth th , hope and the desire of 
emulation. . d 

[jadar the si iinnlating influ- 
an I l-t-ieal beds, the taj 

man race is spurred onuaiu. 

,, riwa higher in the aeaie o - . 
Mienee m century foUowa oenturj 
l„ the endleaa procession 
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"Ocean \ 
ed all the shore! 
A high con 
one such a 
paid him. 1 



day product 
oentury of I 

more than one cat am on m~ 

digit, of hia hand Indlantkuu- 

ty the world has P^^.^J 
one Shakespeare, whose intellect 

like 1 by our later genial 

. waves toucll- 

of thought.*' 
indeed, end 

other man ever 

S e it required an 

l^crsoiMo produce the expres- 
sion; and l now make the asse 
tion and eheilenge uenW with 
,he proof that [ngeraoll ■ ora- 

kiona and bis literary efforts con- 
lam more gems ot thought .than 

us be found in those ot any 

Other writer known to the worh 
He stands pre eminent among 

tha gceei minda of the present 

imd the past, as an expressive 
writer and an orator, llhs like 
and his equal have never been 
seen, and if we form! our judg- 
ment fr the past, never will 

he. There is a charm of diction 
and I rhythndtl How of words IB 
all he wrote or said that can be 



do 



10 



what ' 



lected as the title for one of his 

great lecture* "Libert. 

.\,an. Woman and Child." lte 

knew that b dom of thought 

was the basis of freedom to act, 
and that humanity with minds 
enslaved by creeds and religious 
restrictions could not bo free. He 
pleaded for light and knowledge; 
for the substitution of scientific 
facts for systems of belief, and 
that felicitous expression found 
one of his lirst lectures, "The 
Qoda," outlined his position ex- 
Said he: 
vo DM the storm and tenir 
f thought and action rather 

khan the deed calm of iporanee 

and faith; banish me from the 

Garden of Bden when you will, 



but first lei 
wledge. 



j eat of the tree of 



rcligioi 



w Hie world had been 

blind credulity in all 
f) i, (>w religion and 
, ...ods had rested like 

a„ ineubua on the minds of untold 

millions; he saw how the world 
fed been enshrouded in darkness 

,,d gloom by the false and the 

useless dogmas of theology; he 
iw how the priesthood played 
ipon the hopes and the fears of 

heir [gnorenl followers, and from 
the reeorda of history ha became 

familiar with the damnable perl 

that religion has always enacted 

i human affairs, lie road of the 
uintlcss victims to religious fa- 
naticism, who Buffered torture, 
imprisonment ami death for dar- 
to think and have views ot 
their OWn; and from reliable 

aoureea he found, as be smarted, 

that this world has been a tit 

place for a gentleman to live in 

\„t a comparatively short time, 
For I thousand years, tha.t pari 
f the world so unfortunate M 
9 be dominated by the. Christian 

.elision, stood still intellectually. 

and that period of time is appro- 

priateh called the Dark age*. 

[t was not until Jhe loth century 
at the light of reason begiui to 
mo again through the darkness 

,,,,l,i,.ed by Christian theology 

and the tyranny of Popery; and r 
from the time of Bruno, the pion-||„ 



eOf martyr of FlerilllHIglll, up to 
the advent of Hohert (J. Ingeraoll 
as its champion and defender, 

the nflict between science and 

religion was continuous. 

There never has been a time 
when the Christian religion look- 
ed kindly on the cold facts of 
science, or viewed with approval 
the exercise of man 's reason | and 
there never will be, for a conflict 
invariably results when reason 
and religion meet. The church 
fought the plurality of worlds, 
as taught by Bruno, the spherical 

form of the earth and its diurnal 

movement, as proclaimed by Gal 

lleO; put every possible obstruct 
ion in the way of science, and a.' 
late as the last quarter of the lltth 
cento ., condemned, denounced, 
and protested against the doc- 
trine of evolution, as propounded 
by i buries Darwin. 

Why? Because these men and 
their facts were not in accord 
with the Book of Genesis. Whi 
th church had power to suppress 
scientific men and their discover- 
ies, it did so with relentless se- 
verity, and when through the 
genera] increase of intelligence 
that power began to wane, it still 
fought them in every conceivable 
way HJid with the old-time niani 
testation of hatred. The ohurutl 
doesn't want thinkers; it wauts 
believers, for belief and 
knowledge is the basis of all 
ligious. For this reason, how 
the church hates Voltaire, and 
yet the world has produced but 
two men who deserve to ran' 
with him as public benefacto 
»nd sterling friends of hiimnnit 
These two it is almost needless to 
soy in this audience are Thomas 
Paine and Robert G. [ngenaol. 
This trinity of names ranks the 
highest in human history, and 
will ever so stand anion- tin 
Freethinkers of this and all othe 

Without freedom to think and 
o express thoughts, there can bo 
io intellectual growth and devel- 
patent, and a stationary world 
must be the result. But such 

■arid the ideal one of religion 

religions systems, for pro 
gress is neither wanted nor con- 
sidered desirable, where inspired 
writings direct from Co l exist 
guide, innuence, and control the 
inhabitants of the earth. It is 
assumed by the priesthood and 
theologians that if God had want- 
mankind to know more than 
Bible reveals, that book would 
e contained it ; therefore, i 
sufficient for our needs as it is. 

Thus has been, and always will 
ie, the fatal drawback to relig- 
on, for it anchors thought to so- 
alled sacred writings, and f 
leyond the word of Cod we must 
not go, 

>r centuries the church and 
Christianity had their own way, 
and science, the product of man's 
mtrieotual achievements, was not 
permitted to bloom <>r blossom. 
Repression was the universal rule 
ami none but priests possessed the 
right to think and speak; and 
woe t<> him who dared to make 
use of their self-a.ssumcil prei 

itiiea. 

The church was so strongly up* 
posed to science that it puniahed 
the scientist and philosopher as 

nurderera an- punished today 
by death — and it did its best b 



id to 



ideas, and yet it poses now 
as the cause of the civili/.at ion we 
m enjoy. 

Hut we KNOW that until sci- 
ice got a renewed foothold, and 
mankind were enlightened and 
Befitted by its work, this world 
was the abode of crude supersti- 
tion and dense ignorance ; of 
OTUel and barbaric notions; of 
icrciless intolerance, and mire- 
ntiiiLr persecutions. Science has 
roadened the human mind, and 
philosophy has insured toleration 
opinions, but at what a fearful 
ist has all this been gained. To 
realize it we must read history 
ami become familiar with indis 
putable facts and when we do. 
the heart ia sickened with horror 
hy the crimes and cruellies nrf 
lenl Christians. If we go no 
further back than the lime of 

Voltaire, we Bad the wheel and 

rack in active use; and the 
tiendish custom of burning her 
etics alive was a common occur- 
rence in the century that gave 
him birth. Though brought up 
l the bosom of the ehureh and 
[located by the Jesuits, his great 
mind rose above the superstitious 
age in which he lived, and bis 
feelings revolted at the 



cruelties perpetrated by both 
Catholic and Protestant churc 
So strongly was he moved by the 
bofltora oi Christian civilization, 
that he resolved to devote his 
tune and talents to the amelior- 
ation of his fellow men; and 
though extreme danger attended 
such etlorts. and his work up to 
the day of his death was never 
free from it, he begun and car- 
ried on a warfare on priestcraft 
and superstition, the influence of 
wliVh has la-en tremendous. His 
genius lighted up all Kurope, and 

beyond doubt or queetkm did 
more to elevate the stanJard of 
civfli/.ation I ban any writer that 
preceded him from the dawn of 
the^Christian era. lie has well 
been called the master mind of 
Km opr. and humanity owes to 
hin: a debt of gratitude which 
has been denied and withheld lo- 
calise of prejudice, created and 
insured hy the clergy of all sects 
and denominations. Christianity 

has covered him with faleebooda 
and calumny as a reward for his 
services lo mankind, but that is 
the. manner in which the church 
has always treated the benefact- 
or! of the human race, show ma 

advo -aled science and philosophy 
and I will show you one that stiil 
receives the condemnation of the 



After the great Voltel 
Thomas Paine as a w 



rstitio 



am. ii 
< 'hrist 

work which In 
to account for the 
which the church 

lie did I 



enemy of 
i. and the 
all sufficient 
s and enmity 
bestow upon 
' i his ' 



more in his "Age 
of Reason" to knock the props 
from under Christian theology 
than any man that preceded him, 



md i be 



ork of Fr 



■thol 



i fr 



ad until the ad- 
vent of Ingersoll. Thomas Cairn- 
used no weapon in his attack on 
superstition but reason, and from 

reason he drew all of his ldu- 

sions. ami yet how the clergy 
hate him I As they hate him so 
b:-4' v it naturally fallows that 
they bate reason just as much, 
for it was reason that gave him 
his power to demolish their the 
ologjeal schemes and fables. Xc 
religion can stand the test of 
reaaOO, and all religious 
must and do fall before its magic 
power. Religious faith is nothing 
but a mental effort to swallow 
what reason rejects; so the less 

reaaaa ana has, or the less he 

a r tiaO i that supreme faculty of 
the mind, the more chance foi 
faith in n-ligion or superstition 
which, by the way, are inter- 
changeable terms, for as Hbbbs, 
the Knglish Freethinker, once 
said: "Religion is su|>erstition in 
fa ah ion, and superstition is relig- 
ion out of fashion.'' There ia 
DO superstition known to the 
world that was net once in fash- 
ion, for mortal man has worship 
ped nearly everything fr 



to the 



Bd believed 1 



rdity 



retoped 



and 



mind could conjure up 
would he doing the Si 
now. without exception, were it 
not for this faculty, reason, 
which the clergy so hate and 
oppose Without reason to pro- 
him from impostors and their 
. of terror, man would still 



>ol and 



ts great a 
slave to superstition as he ever 
was. So it is Reeaoa — and not 
Religion -that has made the 
world what it. is today, for in the 
pMPh Agfa there were no Vol- 

tairee, no Paisea, m> [agereella 

and superstition flourished with- 
out opponents. In view of this 
fact we must accept the undeni- 
able conclusion that the more 
religion the world has the greater 
human igm 



id i 



Thei 



; it has t 

happ 



do 



Who 



lid I 



[hta 



public 



priest - 
factor, for 
res progress, 
y and enjoy incut faff man- 
kind in general. 
Thomas Peine did etfective 
>rk along these lines, and in- 
lectual growth was rapid and 
poroua from the seeds of 
thought sown by him; but no 
greet and worthy successor des 
lined to yield a wocld-wide in 
tuenee antde his appearance un- 
til back in the seventies, when 
Robert C Ingersoll came to the 

front and demonstrated aha pee- 

noil of brains and genius un- 
i-lled by any man in America, 
or the whole world. A few dis- 
given in the Athens *4 



America, sometimes called Bos- 
ton, resulted in his being heralded 
as the rising sun across the lec- 
ture field ot time; and well did 
he merit the compliment; and 
well did be preserve his reputa- 
tion as the foremost orator of the 
world, until his eloquent lipe 
were made voiceless by the touch 
of death s cold hand. An an ora- 
tor, he was the phenomenon of 
the ages, and 1 repeat, lus equal 
never lived as far as we know 
from the records of human speech 
that have been preserved. In all 
ins numerous lecture* and volu- 
minous writings there is not a 
dull or prosy lino. The fire 
genius burns in them all, and liis 
great nund aeemed to 
exhaustible supply of fresh and 

attractive thoughts, 
tilings at a glance, which requir- 
ed study and reflection in others, 
and his keen perception was fully 
lualled by his unrivaled powers 
of expression; and when A uteri- 
greatest pulpit orator — llien- 
ry Ward Beeeher — presented aim 

i a New Vork aiutience in these 
■ords, he said what many thou- 
sands of his admirers and good 
judges' id oratory still believe 

true: 

Now, fellow citizens, let me 
introduce to you a man who, 1 
say not tiattenngly, but with sin- 
conviction, is the most bril- 
liant speaker of the English 
tongue m any laud on the 
;lobe." 

Col. Ingersoll's personality was 
ISO something remarkable, 
the very sight of the man carr 

influence that proclaimed 
penoriiy and genius, and in his 
presence as one failed to feel that 
he had met one of Nature's no- 
blemen. 

1 first saw and heard hi] 
1876, and never shall 1 forget the 
manner in which he touched and 
swayed t hat vast audience in Mlu- 
sic Hall, Boston, as he poured 
forth a volume of oratory, such 
as that historic city, w ith its long 
si great men and public 
speakers, had nevor known be- 
fore. It was on this occasion that 
tie paid lus compiimttila to the 
Rev. Joseph Cook, one of the 
most doughty and determined en 
emies ot Kreethought that ortho- 
dox Christianity has given us in 
the last generation. A man like 
St Paul, who did not hesitate to 
lie lot the glory of Uod, and who 
did knowingly, willfully and r" 
liciously, lie about Col. ingers 
It was about that time that Fi 
thinkers were being hounded and 

persecuted by Anthony OuuMtoeh 

and a coterie of bigoted Christ- 
ians in this country, under a na- 
tional law, defined as a statute 
for the suppression of vice and 
obscenity, but really aimed at the 
■Oppression of Kreethought. 

Joseph Cook had repeatedly 
stated in public that Obi lager- 
soil was in favor of the circula- 
tion of obscene literature; so 
when Ingersoll came before a 
Boston audience, and to the city 
arhera Cook lived, he met that 
gentleman's charges in a fitting 
manner. What a scoring he re- 
ceived! And how that vast, aud- 
ience applauded as Ingersoll 
stepped to the front of the stage 
and dramatically drawiug his 
linger across his forehead, said: 
ph Cook asserted 



I 



the 



lation of obscene literature, he 
wrote LIAR OO the forehead of 
his reputation." 

Never shall I forget tile scene 
that followed, for memory pre- 
with great distinctness the 
tumultuous manifestation of ap- 
t-oval that then occurred; and 
ben the daily press published in 

full his remarks the next morn 
ing, the Rev. Joseph Witt now 
sleeps with his fathers and has 
iuit lying— must have felt as 
lid the men when kicked by a 
mule— that something had hit 
bhjh 

And now while this subject is 
being touched. I wish to make 
clear the attitude of Col. Inger- 
soll on the subject of such liter- 
ature and the so-called Comstock 
laws, for Christian lies are still 
in circulation, and destined to 



him 



for ; 



the: 



Voltaire. Paine and other 
opponents of Christian supersti- 
tion. To do this, his reply to the 
following statement published in 

the Beaton Journal, seems raffle- 

lent. Said the Journal : 

>rt Or. Ingersoll and 
aggrieved because 
1ST:? enacted a law 
for the suppression of obscene 
literature, and believing it an in- 



triaajeaasnt of the rights of cer- 
tain citizens, and an effort to 
muzzle the press and conscience, 
^.-tition for its repeal. When V 
man's conscience permits him to 
spread broadcast obscene litera- 
ture, it is time that conscience 
was muzzled. The law is a ter- 
ror only to evil doers." 

Col. Ingersoll replied to the 
editlOf in these words: 

"No one wishes for the repeal 
of any law for the suppression 
of obscene literature. For my 
part, I wish all such laws rigidly 
enforced. The only objection I 
to the law of 1873 is that it 
ieen construed to include 
and pamphlets written 
st the religion of the day, 
although containing nothing that 
called obscene or impure. 
Certain religious fanatics, taking 
advantage of the word ' immoral ' 
in the law, have claimed that all 
itings against what they are 
MSCd to call orthodox religion 
immoral, and such books 
VS I n seized and their au- 
thors arrested. To this, and this 
only, I object. Your article gives 
great injustice, and 1 ask that 
you will have the kindness to 
publish this note. From the bot- 
tom of my heart I despise the 
publishers of obscene literature. 

e is no depth of 
tilth. And I also despise those 
who, under the pretense of sup- 
pressing ODSeena literature, en- 
deavor tit prevent honest and 
pun men from writing and pub- 
lishing honest and pure 



thol 



.dits. 



understand these 
words, and no truthful or hon- 
est man who sees them will ever 
accuse Ingersoll of anch a base- 
barge as made by Cook and 



*hei 



but 



not 



truthful and honest, and while 
I 'hrist inns hate their enemies, 
contrary to the teachings of their 
feaue, they will continue to lie 
und to slander them as they al- 
ways have. 

Without determined opposition 
> the Comstock law, which Bom 
litis that inrefinito and elastic 
ord "iiiunoral," every Free- 
thought paper in the United 
Slates would have been suppress- 
reen ago, for that was the 
l object in view when those 
i Wert hurried through Con- 
S in the last hours of its ses- 
sion in 1H73. It was fully expect- 
d that the Triithseeker, the Bos- 
>n Investigator, and other lead- 
ing journals would be driven out 

of existence, und C wtock, that 

persistent enemy of Kreethought, 
visited the printers of the Truth- 
eker and threatened them with 
•rest if they continued to pub- 
sh it. He declared it his inten- 
on to institute | criminal charge 
against Kditor Banner because of 
an open letter he wrote to Jesus 
Christ, but the intention was. not 
carried OUt when ha '.earned that 
Col. Ingersoll had said he would 
defend him if he did. tVmetock 
ouneed the Truthseeker as a 
ainous and blasphemous sheet 
lit even if it had been, those 
I wordi have no more connec- 
tion with obscenity than religion 
with Co mm on sense. We have 
aws on the statute books of 
United States against bloc 
By, for this government has 
bxl connected with its maeh- 
f, and none is recognized in 
the Constitution; t licit fore, such 
laws do not and cannot exist. 

still I). M. Bennett, the editor of 
the TVnhhaneher, was destined to 

endure thirteen months imprison- 
t. through the machinal ions 

>f these foes of Kreethought. and 
affense was the mailing of a 
dissertation on the sexes, by 
a'H Ileywood, which biased 
and prejudiced courts on several 
occasions declared obscene. The 
hook, or pamphlet, advocated 
liberty in marriage, and 
lealt with sex ipicstions. but did 
nit contain a single word that 
ould rightly be called obscene, 
as does the Holy Bible in many 
instances; anil Charles Devins. 

Attorney -General of the 
United states, delared after its 

perusal, that it was not an ob- 
e book. But to the peniten- 
Bennett had to go because 
his Kreethought paper had of- 
fended the Christians. After his 
imprisonment, a monster petition 
of 50,000 names was taken to 
President Hayes by Col. Inger- 
soll. and that gentleman, after 
admitting the injustice of Ben- 
's imprisonment, promised to 
ilon him. but the Methodist 
Church got the ear of Mrs. Hayes 

C Co nt i nu ed on page four) 
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WHAT ABOUT THE BLADE? 

The Blade is in receipt of a 
number of communications, of 
which tlie following from A A. 
SHOW is a fair sample. Some imes- 
tions are asked in these 
letters that are difficult to 
answer frankly. It costs us 
very close to $40 per week to 
print and mail the Blade. For 
two or more years it cost us, in 
addition U> this, the salary of an 
editor of #24 per week. Any 
MM wiio knows anything must 
know there are some weekly 

office expeneee to pay. At no 

I inn- in ten years past have the 
receipts equaled the expenditures. 
Since the first of June the re- 
ceipts have not been sufficient to 

pay the postal the paper. It 

is Mary to be seen that the Blade 
is a long way from being a money 
making institution. Read Mr. 
Snow s letter: 

BJBO, Hughes: l notice th 
you make mention of your fi 
ancial condition, and that jri 
want your friends to write yt 
their opinion regardiug your 
way out, and plans regarding 
the salvation of tbe Blade. But 
what would it take to save th< 
Blade? $ $ — how many? Sub 
scribers — how many? 

"J will be blaimed if this isn't 
i hard subject for me to write 
on. I know of no text book or 
encyclopaedia to refer to for 
material. A sehoolma'am. i 
u aiiied me to write an essay 
on Adair county, Mo., and I 
knew no more about Adair (Jo. 
Mo., than the man in the moon 
did— I was from Iowa. But an 
essay she had to have, or my 
grade would go down. Oh, 
w heOW : So 1 wrote a lot of fic- 
tion and sent it in; but the 
remedy proved worse than the 
disease, for my grade went 

down tea deg rees beta* nhaear, 

hut she was an old maid j had 
.the ■ tabby she wouldn't have 
bees so cross, and would have 
been more patient. 

"Bat what about the Blade? 
Tell those fellows they must 

pay up or quit reading any- 
thing 1 write Now. I don'1 
know whether this is fiction or 
not. but suspect it is straight 
goods. There is but one or 



bath of two things we fellows 

can do who always keep jwiid 
up. ami they are: Hunt you up 
some more dead bents in the 
way of suhscril>ers. or reach 
doWB into your jeans and make 
donation*. We could make 
promises regarding the latter; 

the former would depend on 

somebody else. Say. Jim, how 
long would the subscribers be 
sure of getting the Blade 
should they pay cash on sub- 
scription ' As to donations. I 
should think most subscribers 
would want to know more 
about the matter, so as to have 
some idea as to what they ought 
to give, and what it would ac- 
complish. I should think it 
well for some one who knows 
all about your financial affairs 
to give your subscribers a full 
account of the matter. Some 
letters have been sent out rep- 

reeeoting that yon ask for aid 
when there are no gronnda for 

it. This. H it had DO other ef- 
fect, would be inclined to make 
some of your subscribers hesi- 
tate. I will wait to hear from 
you and Other*. In the mean- 
time. I might be lucky enough 
to ect | subscriber OF so — not 
this week, but next week, when 
I will attend the Chautauqua at 
Leon. Very truly.— A. A. 
SNOW. 

There is I significant sentence 
in the above: "Some letters have 
been lenf out representing that 
vou ask for aid when there are 
grounds for it." 
I'h is same authority announced 
the daily newspapers that the 
Blade ceased publication on the 
12th of last December. This same 
authority sent out letters that he 
had acquired possession of the 
Made and would merge it into a 
■r to be called "The Kjitiona.l- 
' January 1. lt»10. This same 
authority, it is believed in this 
iffiee, purloined a copy of the 
Blade mailing list and sent notices 
to delinquent subscribers to send 
note money to Mr Hnghea, 

l,ul to send it. to "The Rat.ional- 
' Thai nine authority made 
affidavit* to the State Inspector 
Frankfort that Mr. Hughes 
had sold copies of a book be was 

printing for the state, and enb- 

piently denied that he had 
ide siich affidavits. This same 
authority is a constant reminder 
4 the f able of our schoolboy days 
about the boy who put a snake 
into his pocket to get it warm. 
The publisher of the Blade has 
•ver, and will never, ask for 
cent of money for himself. If 
the Freethinkers of this country 
t the Blade, he is willing to 
provide it and meet them more 
than half way. It costs over 
13,000 a year to publish the pa- 
per. He is willing to so rate h 
around and put up half of this. 
He does not think he can afford, 
nor does he think he ought to be 
asked, to continue the paper at 
I total dead loss. 

Mr Snow aaggeati ■hat delin- 
pients pay up. We have used 
every art we know of to induce 
them to do so. but without avail. 
Our faith in them is Weakening 



Mr. Hills. 1847 Fast. Kighly- 

Sevenfh Sti t. Cleveland. Ohio., 

The Made heartily comDncnds 
the work to the favorable consid- 
eration of its readers, and be- 
speaks for it a large circulation. 

WANTS THE BLADE JUST 
AS IT IS. 

Here is ■ letter we commend to 
our friends who insist on reeefc 
Mg and reading the Blade with- 
out paying for it: 

"Birmingham, Ala. Aug. 2. 10. 

"Jamee E, Hughes. BdHor Blade: 

"Another copy of the esteem, >d 

Blade just r Ived. Had begun 

to (ear thai I would never see 
another eopy, Although I have 

only been acquainted with it I 
short time. I have already leariwd 
Ul lOVe it. and look with pleasure 
to the time of the week it is dfie. 
1 do think it. is a shame for Kn e- 
thinkers to let such a valuable 
sheet to go dowil, and with it a 

sweet old life that has I n spoilt 

in the ranee of freedom. \o one 
who reads the Made can truth- 
fully say that it does not contain 
their money '■ worth, and they 
cannot afford to spoil their per- 
sonal reputation just for the sake 
of the price of the paper; and he- 
siiides it will give occasion for 
much comment by the superstit- 
ions churches over the land. They 
will say that "(Jod did it." That 
shows what becomes of Liberal- 
ism," etc., ate. It will be a sw , , t 
morsel to be rolled under the 
tongue of Christians for aucs 
IT Ml ST NOT 00 DOWN, 

I'll contribute five dollars to- 
ward the cause, although I'm a 
poor man anil earn the living for 
my wife and children by the toil 
of my own individual hands. 

As for mstking the pajier a 
monthly, I would mneh rather it 
remain just as it is. A mouth ia 
too long to wait for it. 

Just come along, dear read i s. 
and let us nwike the hlade still a 
better sheet yet. if such a tiling 
is possible. Remember your own 
guilty conscience and personal 
rep illation, and don't forget that 
"honesty is the best policy" al- 
ways, and that "Every little bit 
helps." 

Why. I couldn't sleep at night 
after hearing the editor of the 
Blade crying for help, knowing 
I had not paid my subserip- 

A friend in need is a friend 
indeed." In attending to this 
matter at once, you not only be- 
friend the editor, but yourself 
and children ami all the world. 
If ire do not honor the cause of 
freedom in this matter, others 
will take our places and wear the 
golden laurels, and our names 
will pa.ss away into oblivion. 

Don't forget that "These art 
the times that try men's soids. " 
Kvery one of us ought to strive 

life ends that cannot be erased, 
for the immortal truth for which 
the Blade stands. 

et us hear from others. 
"J. MARSHALL SMITH." 



ilened attentively, auu 



e aoout Uie suustance oi tne 
MM. 

thane were many piesoul wnu, 
no uotiot, MM never oeiore ui- 
uueu u iuuerai unoer 1 ree- 

aiu r oi religion Ironi any otlier 
potm ol view tliaji that ol tlie 

uirenet rater, dm Aunt lieea, 

as toe ueceaseu was laminar!} 
,vu, MM long since outgrown 

rstic performed tne duties ol 
Me Omee ol lite uotily, ami was 
kuowu throughout the nergnbor- 
HOOd as a genial soul, a gooU 
niotner, a splendid wile, ami an 
auuurunle Mega DOT, ever read} 
nil a helping hand, {Me weui 

u (rearing tne aaule oi cheer- 

ftllaoM ami i, earing tue torch ol 
reason. lliroiign her loss, the 

MMtty loses a good mother, a 

iiusoaiid loses a lailhlu! wile, 

ami humanity loses a true friend, 

She is survived hy Her liusl.and, 
Simon Smith, who .though lor 
lgiil, years lias been conliucd to 
lus bed, remains linn in his r reo- 

tnought oonvMJtioue. i'\\o .s,,ns, 

two daughters and three grand - 
hildren also survive her. 
Her death is also mourned by a 

in-other, Mr. Johnson, of how- 
ton, t)., one of the grandest old 
uiemeii whom it has ever been 

en! freethinker, and though 
along in years, he faces the 

OK without a quiver, 
reethought may well be proud 

such persons as these, as their 

mpiary lives stand out as the 

ingest refutations that can be 

made ot the oil repeated slurs 

thai we hear Christians making. 
\\ hat. better evidence is needed 
prove that people do not have 
to he "regenerated" nor cleansed 
oy the " blood "." , 

.). ATWOOD culbertson, 



WAS JESUS A MAN, or 

WAS HE A MYTH? 



The abo 
hould love 



DEATH OF 
MRS. REBECCA SMITH. 



There has just been issued from 
the press of the Mue Crass Made 
a little pamphlet by H. S. Hills, 
of Cleveland. Ohio, entitled 
"Christianity's Birthplace. " 

This little book of fifty-six 
pages is one of the strongest con- 
tributions to the Freet bought lit- 
erature of the year yet published. 
It gives every evidence of patient 
and painstaking research, and 
presents a strong collation of 
authorities as to the origin of the 
New Testament C<»spel. upon 
which is founded the Christian 
Bel 



Smith, of 
in her 70th 



Ke 



(). 



Tie 



chili 



originality, but merely pretends 
to have compiled ax-curate state- 
ments. Among the many notablt- 
authors quoted from are St. Aug- 
ustine Bishop of Hippo Begutt; 

( Intel riua; Taylor's Syntagma : 

Origen (third century i-. Ehnwbhni 
Pamphilus (fourth eentory I \ 
Bishop Melito, of surd is. Lydia: 

.lustiii .Martyr: Mosloim. the M* 
clesinstical historian: Dr. Nathan- 
iel Lswdner, the eminent EMgiiah 
ecclesiastic, and a nuinjber of 
others. To this .-oiled ion is add- 
•d biographical personalities and 
ncidents in the lives of St. Paul, 
Origen. Kusebius and Constant- 

|ne tlie Or oat, the Immortal Four, 
without whom, according to Til- 
lamoat, ' Christianity would nev- 

have soma down to us." 

Appended are a number of 



did after an ill- 
Iness of several liuonths, lapsed in 
to the eternal calm of death. She- 
died as she had lived — a Free- 
I thinker. 

On the morning of July 12th. 
our good friend, Mr. Geo. 0. Rob- 
erts, of Dennison. ( ».. called me 
by phone and requested thai I 
I d eli v er the funeral address. The 
I time and place of funeral was se 
for tnOrning id' July 18th at tin 
family residence, located in tha 
t() j pictures. pie part of HarrisoT 
nds ' "imly. known as Pleasant Val 

ley. After apending several hour 

on the train and driving for tw. 
hours over the hummocks of Ohi< 
— those beautiful little sand hills 
formed many years ago during 
the glacial period— the resid- 
ua* reached. A large crowd had 

ga t he re d , The night | 



Pn 



. i.l. i 



had | 



l hea 



i fro 



ast !<•• 



itings. The volutin- is ded- 
icated to such as would know the 
truth, and yel have not the time 
to search it out. The price of 
the book is fifteen cents, and 
copies may be had by addressing 



making harvesting impossible 
the fields too wet to work, thus 
enabling every one to attend the 
funeral. And the large cr 
that gathered was an eloqi 
testimonial of the high esteen 
Which the deceased was held 

only by her Freethinker, but 
Christian friends 

i m reaehing the residence, 

was in readiness. and after 
little tODg service. I eave the 
dtress. It was a 4."> minutes' talk 
Mid dealt with the Cod idea, 
belief in immortality, the eternal 
punishment superstition, and the 
subjects of life and death as view- 
ed from, the standpoint of Ration 
aJiwn. No compromise was made, 
and no insult was given to any 



ruth I 



It i 



i vast, impott- 
l au e ed a great 
of discord and one which 
has not as yet -liven satisfactorily 
answered. For our pari* we don't, 
think we an- competent to render 
I decisive answer. But we can 
give our honest opinion. We ha- 
lve that this man Jesus was both 
in and myth. In otlier words, 
i myth of a man." 
Remember , there is not. a word 
in the New Testament with the 
name ' Jesus" signed to it as the 
Mthor. In that ease, all we can 
msiblv know about such a man 
s what some one else has said. It 
s not Jesus doing the talking — 
t is "Mir. Others." Well, who is 
•Others." They are a lot of ig- 
norant fishermen, tax gatherers, 
Jesus is said to have told 
lo follow him ami lie would 



ce them 
be best i 



find 



in support of either a Jesus 
savings: Now in caw these wit- 
nesses for Jesus had been agreed 
or unanimous in what they said 
about him. thai would have help- 



Want Iook tile peoples eye, 1 ney 
said: .so man can do these 
.h.ii K 8 unless Uou he witn MM. 

AM we lind thousands touuy 
w an just MM enough and no 
more, man to oeiievc that a per- 
son louiu no ooru into mis world, 
one MM human, uie other hall 
divine, auu to cap Me climax, 
man uoa and man. 
.sow against such ignorance 
and superstition, it would be 
hard tin- even tlie gods Lo light, 
Ml alone humanity. lake, lor 
nsfaiice, the majority of the Bi- 

010 belie vera ot today | show 

Mem something tinged a little 
wnh the nuiraculous, inysLerios, 
or mytiucal, and they will grab 
for it, ten 10 one, oefore they 
would u sound, sensible, scientific 
truth, lint why is ihis: It is oc- 
eans, tbey have been taught from 
infancy to believe in the tool 
visions, dreams and teachings ol 
a. mytMaal Jesus. It is hard to 
tigbt the ignorance had supersti- 
tions ol early training. You take 
a well informed, educated person 
and you can reason with him; but 
lake a person whose brains carry 

i i mi no higher than the inspired 
Bible i cachings, and all he knows 
is what the nUMe says. Jesus is 
made to say: "11 any man hear 
my word and believe not, 1 judge 
bim not. for 1 come uot to judge 
the world, but to save I he world. " 

Now in our estuiuition, in both 
statements Jesus has over-estim- 
aied his mission to this world 
in at fearfully. In the BMt place 
the world did not need saving,— 

11 w as already saved j it w as much 

saicr before he ever saw it than 

ai any time since, because: he sak 
be brought a sword with him-, 
and the people of the world have 
been lighting and miirderin- each 
otlier ever since he came. 

Neither did the world need to 
be judged. It was all right, for 
after Uod finished it, he took a 
look at it and pronounced it very 
good. Did Jesus suppose that he 
was callable of nuikiug any iui- 
proveuwnt on Cod's Work.' He 

made great diaagreetnenta and est 

the people to killing each otlier. 
But Christians today arc LoaMfl 
faith in their leader very fast. A 
few more general ions and t he 
people will be educated clear 
out of sight oMhe ii<*ceKsit; of a 
Savior. They will have learned 
to save themselves, and no need 
of any blood being spilled cither. 

And now, in conclusion, we 
wish to say: It is our opinion that 
the advent into the world of this 
man, who says that he comes not 
lo send peace but ■ sword, who 
MMe to set the son at variance 
with the father, and the daughter 
against the mother, destroying 
the peace anil comfort of one of 

th.- grandee* b le a ri n g! known to 

mankind, was one of the most 
diseiacefiil and saddest fatalities 
that ever befell the human family. 
Ami this myth they call Jesus is 
the one who has done it all — this 
same fellow who says thai if I 
don't love bun and hate ni.v fa- 
ther mid mother and brother and 
sister, wife and children, thai I 
call never be one of his disciples. 

May a kind I'rovidene.- a kind 
God — fori^ji that I ever should 



WHAT THtY DID NOT OBEY. 

The African klnn »«R kIiowIiib BM 
hi- traM of nmazons-tall. broad 
shouldered, robust-looking women, who 
carried their * 
familiarity of * 
to use them »" 

"Are they brave?" I asked his maj- 
eety. 

"They're the bravest of the brave," 
he answered, proudly. 

"And do they obey orders?" I In- 
quired. 

"Yes; that Is, all but one order," he 
said, with some hesitation 

"And what order Is that?" 1 pressed 
him. 

"'Silence In ranks!"" he replied In 
a tone that Indicated his iciill/.atlon of 
the fact that disobedience of this or- 



sald the fair summer 
Itinerant photographer 
who was plying his trade at the sea- 
side resort, "you are a good Judge of 
human nature?" 

"Well." he replied, cautiously. "I 
have many opportunities of observing 
It" 

"Would you mind telling me,' she 
continued, "what you consider the 
most common type of women?" 

"The tintype, ma'am," 
unhesitatingly.. 



Kind Consideration. 

Dodge— If you would save what you 
pay for cigars and 
would have a snug sui 
■ year. 

Hodge— Very true. 



Not Up to Expectations. 

"And why, may I ask, did you con- 
sider my lecture such a flat failure?" 

"I have been suffering for more 
than a month from insomnia, and I 
thought perhaps If I was to go to hear 
you I might go to sleep, but I r< 
as wide awake as ever." 



DIDN'T UNDERSTAND. 

J STACt 




Blngs— I hear you've broken off with 
Miss Koln. Weren't your relations 
pleasant? 

Bangs— Mine were. It was her rela- 
tions who were doing the kicking. 



Looking for It. 

The barefoot dancer came to 
She got a splinter In her toe. 
" " d not stop the tfddy show. 

she could bars much, don't you 



The Safest 

"Young man going in for fox hunt- 
ing wants to know how to take the 
fence without Injuring himself." Bald 



Kltte 



ide, 



ly anything sai-l about him. And 

Tenia is mad.- to oontradiel him- 

self in almost every statement 
he makes, for instance, he will 
say: "I and my Father are one." 
Then right away he will my: 
" father is greater than I." 
We could h'll pages with just 
such contradictory statements as 
the above. Hut we reason thus: 
In case one statement of Jesus is 
hot true, the others are sure to 
be lies, so llo use in repeating 
them Then ill case Jesus had 
ben the only mythical Qod Un- 
people had s,t up lo worship, 
even that would have little bear- 
ing on the case. 

Hut go back thousands of years 

before the time of Jeeue, and are 

lind that each nation, tribe, or 
division of people had its own 
peculiar gods to worship; and 
when it comes the turn of Jesus 
aJI he bad to do was to pattern 
after them and fall in line. There 
has never been any scarcity of 
gods. The world has been full of 
mvthical ends from tune immem- 
orial and is full of them today. 
People must have something to 
worship, even if it is nothing 
more than a golden calf as a god. 
Wc could worship the gold all 
right, but a.s for the god, we ask 
The mysterious 



gh to 



ver of | 
calls the 



md 

iirisees "fools ami hypocrites' ' 
•iiuse they are not fools enouifh 
believe iii him. And he is fool 
iogh to tell us that if we don't 
in him thai we will surely 
damned. Yours for fools. 

JOEL M. BERRY 



die 



app,- 



cbiimcd I 



hat fooled the people; while at 

the same time there is no more 
mystery conn,-, -ted with his birth 
than any other man. His claim to 



MY TRIP TO 

by 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 



Italy. Sejitemier i 
ntlended that C 
delegate. It is an a 
personal 

an universal encomium fio.i [ 
people. In It religious dogmas a 
of priestly fiction are rutnlexaly 



ness Is throwing quite a Bcare Into our 

Mr. Ulllyuns— Yes The boys won t 
even make combination shots In the 
for fear of being In- 

—Puck. 



Value of Music. 

IMggs — I understand that you en- 
your son to practise on the 




Griggs— YeB. He's been playing only 
two months, but today I bought the 
house next door to me for one-half Its 
value- Stnurt Bet Magazine. 



Some Cats. 

"The fur trade of the world uses 
up on, million cat skins annually." 

I s?l b t he fur trade would come 
around some night and gather Its 
next year's supply from my back 
fence." 



PI.IIE CRASS BLAWf 



'Those two pugilists are liable to 
be arrested beftm they get much fur- 
ther." 

-For fighting?" 

No For being loud and bolster- 



TWO GREAT SCIENTIFIC 
DISCOVERIES. 

The Universe Has No God, 

And Man Has No Soul. 

A world-wide movement to 
make then known and perpetual 
ed. For particulars send a self- 
■ddretaed envelope to the Presi- 
dent of the Church ot Humanity. 

YY. II. KERR, Great Bend, Kas. 



Rag-Time Worms. 

Mr I lollop Hrown's an Ingenious 
fellow. 

Miss Wollop What's he doing now' 
Ifr, DOUOP Teaching silkworms to 



Not a Gooo 

■'I'm Busplcious of ti 
believe I'd trust 1MB.' 
"Why not?" 



he Is to Me wile." 



JESUS IN OUR SCHOOLS. 

Uncville, i»w.i, -July U, 10. 

Stat* Snpl. Public I list i-u<-1 ion, 
Topckii, KaiiHiw: Dear Sir: 1 sec 
there is a movement started in 
jrow slate., headed by J. 9. Jar- 
rell, <»r tMton, Km, to InUwinoe 
the hishkiy of Jesiu Christ into 
Hie puldic svhools, and in the 

opinion ot Mm st, Loom Rapublio, 

this movement, if acted upon, is 

jeatined to bnaatfM nation wide. 

I ken, ot course, 1 would have a 
common interest in it, though a 
eititeo ot another state. 

1 l»elieve it would be a mistake 
In introduce the history of Jeaus 
into our school books, and 1 am 

here giving you my reanona to* 
■neb opinion in order that you 
may use your inliueuee in the 



rib th 



tditor ot the Repuhlic, 

reonaat thai they publish 



the 



pap 



:rs. 



b that some religion! 

people are sensitive as to what 
papers say regarding their relig- 
ion, ami these papers do uot 
mean to offend tli«in any unore 
than 1 do; and for that reason J 
shall write nothing except what 
Sajr. Jarrell and his followers can 
refute if he is in the right and I 
sun in the wrong. 1 have beeu 
denominated by certain Kansans 
as "one from benighted Iowa,' 
but I have Beret asked but for 
Light, und never been opposed but 
liv such as desire to drop the cur- 
lam. It we ever go back to the 
condition of the Dark Ages, it 
will be lor the want of free crit- 
icism. The Dark Ages were born 
mid lasted the igce they did be- 
ftt n w criticism was rewarded by 
the martyr's stake. 1 believe 
Ml". .larre'll's movement is a step 
a long ways backward toward the 
Dark Age* It would be virtually 
converting our secular school into 
I religious institution. Supernal 
urn I religion is out of place in 
our schools. The people are taxed 
jchools, but tax- 



aippo 



•ong 



fadj and Spain are now mak- 
ing a hard struggle to free them, 
selves from the parochial schools, 
experience lias taught them thai 
need education regarding 



of the 



the Tr 



. To 



the history of a god in our schools 
is to teach religion. On the other 
hand, to ignore the fact of his 
being I god, would be in a great 
measure, to ignore his history. 
It would b.' like giving the Ins 
tory of a horse and yet ignoring 
the feel of his being a horset 

Christians are divided on that 
point. Now in such history DOOM 
we straddle as touching the atten- 
tion whether Jenae was a god'/ If 
he was a god. all his greatness 
grew out of that fact alone. 

What I (Uve I history of -lesus. 
beennee of the great results that 

followed, and then ignore the 

real cause of those results! This 
very ignoring would be an ac- 
knowledgment, that the greatness 
of the results would not be suffic- 
ient ground to introduce the his- 
tory into the schools. If we 
throw out all the 



the 



obta 



ible foi 



all th 
such his 



.s done in all 
other histories, we find not enough 
material left for a complete his 
tory, Kenan and other Higher 
Critics attempted this. I. ut found 

they bed to appeal to their unag- 

fnr material to make a 
nd this 
the 



H i at l- 



orthodox. Many who eliminated 

the supernatural features of what 
W« have of the history of .lesus 
have grave doubts a.s to whether 
slieh a person ever really exist, m|. 
What little remained left the 
question in doubt We notice that 
Mr Jamil makes a break from 
the verv start that will offend the 
.lew that is taxed to support 
the schools and forced to send his 
BhUdren there, when he denom- 
inates -lesus "the Christ." This 
is blasphemy and rank idolatry as- 
seen by the -lews. 

There are hundreds of thou- 
sands of educated men ami wom- 



en, not 



done 



of 



hut CI 

Higher Critics who deny the n 
aenlous, and affirm thai i.atur 
laws are inviolable, as arc I 
laws of mathematics, which it 



cla 



ed. 



pil 



,-ould Br. 



npelled to semi 
re it is taught, 
nir ...*,„„..-, the multipliea- 

, a bie is nonainaUy eotreet, 



school and I 
his children 



yt at any tiiiii- its laws might be 

so ■nenaadod by the gods as to 

nullify it I Would he not feel 
that he is forced to pay for being 
taught ignorance.' 



did I 



;aid : 



nit, v 



religion to the family altar, the 
church and the private school, 
supported entirely by private 
contributions Keep the church 
ami state forever separate." 

Washington. Franklin, Madis- 
on. .Icll'erson, and other great 
statesmen ■pohe in like nuanner. 

A. A. SNOW 



FEW COMMENTS ON THE 

PAINE BANQUET. 



Columbus, Ohio, June 12, 1910. 
.la s B, Hughes: 

Dear Sir:— 'While attending the 
8th Thomas Paine Memorial ban- 
quet at Denuison, Ohio, June 5th, 
l'JIO, 1 again met George O. Rob- 
erts and others 1 know to be 
Thinkers tor themselves — isom- 
monly called Freethinkers. I have 
requested by some of them, es- 
pecially Geo. O. Roberts to write 
some of my remarks for your pa- 
per. 

"When ignorance is bliss, 'tis 
folly to be wise," or a fool's para- 
dise. For years past we, and our 
forefathers, have sat and listened 
to the preachers for our weekly 
rations of heaven and hell . also 
taught to hate and dispise all oth- 
ers not believing as they do. In 
my travels 1 met a preacher who 
heard of me and while in conver- 
sation chalb Dged me to his church 
on a Sunday morning. I went on 
om condition that I be granted 
ten minutes to answer him and 
choose his subject. I choose 
Knowledge and Belief. On going 
to his church a sad accident oc- 
curred on the street car line a 
short distance from his church, 
ad as I entered the church I was 
seated near the pulpit, but arose 
and greeted the preacher saying 
in a loud voice so all could hear 
me: M]y friend, excuse my late 
arrival as I was delayed by an ac- 
cident and the mangled remains 
of a small colored boy lies all 
along the Front street tracks. By 
the way, :ny friend, you may be- 
lieve me, but you do not know it 
as a fact. Now put on y 
and go out and see for y 
past 



here is your actual 
of a life heaven and hell after 
death I Whereupon he said that 
the Holy Ghost came into all con- 
verts and furnished actual knowl- 

In my ten minutes reply I said 
if that is so how about those hack- 
sliders.' A child burns its finger 
on the kitchen stove. Does it back- 
slide? Also why are so many of 
your ehureh members names en- 
rolled on the blotter of State pris- 
ons f 

He answered evasively and 
turning to the audience said he 
thanked (Jo, I that there was only 
a handful of those Freethinkers. I 
asked him how many did he think 
there was. He answered saying 
about a thousand all told, and at 
last he raised the figures to five 
thousand. Now my friend said 1 1 
you place all of these on one side 
of a highway and your 



the 



ehlldr. 



have been weekly and oftener 
■tuffed with religion, in and out 
of churches, heaven and hell, pict- 
ured in grand panoromia view, 
with the smell of sulphur, knash- 
ig of teeth and bitter wail mis 
ing from the bottomless pit— a 

istanl reminder to your church 

members and their children who 
you owe place on the other side of 
this great highway. How many 
policemen, constables, sheriffs, 
soldiers, Judge*, lawyers, etc.. as 
a vast rigilene 



done good ; have 
and an increase of human happi- 
l; have lessened the power of 
priestcraft, and carried hope and 
courage to those groping in men 

ben e — light to t ton cursed with 

superstition in any form j and so 
they ever will be while this earth 
is encumbered with a. single |wiest 

Daiarc the ndnde of men 

lid Inge. 



. dent* 



the 

and that. 



raa ins special bneinei 
cork was done well a 
•uglily, and the man win 
complete writings mi 

philosophical tpiesti 
an arsenal of facta 
he can defy the enti 
darkness, he has th. 
the ripest of human i 



tli 



. fr* 



thought literature that any one 
man has yet produced. 

For this reason, I say: All hail 
to the memory of this great man, 
sc grand and lofty character 



ud 



•espe 



tillt.v 



lido 



gard : whosi courage 
ipih-als to our pride, and whose 
gene rosity and henelicenee touch- 
's deeply our emotions, lie saw- 
lit; years id' life ami passed away 
much tOO soon, but lit; centuries 
will not measure the extent of 
his hlflnenee, for in the world's 
history he is destined to bear the 



of 



f the h 
stand a* 
raenhom 

seek tin 
fame, m 
in the c, 
of Col. 
tim 



oine »U*>n tnc< 
will studv iui 
irkable prodw 
• ; who will cv. 



Kol, 



rill I 



n inspiration to honeal 
ml those who love and 
ruth. In the niche of 
lanve will stand higher 
ing centuries than that 

[ngeiwou, for 



of religious bigotry that nov 
hover over him, and reveal hin 
m he really was— one of Nature' 
grandest noblemen. 



The newspapers have, as usual, 
arefully concealed th,- fact that 
)r. F. J. Furnivall, the Shakes 
it the great age of eighty-live, 
tearean scholar, who lias just died 
raa an Agnostic. IU' was a devot- 

,1 admirer of Shelley, and laugh- 
d at those who tried to minim- 
ze or explain away Shelley's 
th 



or mim Katydid 



t she'll break In 



n dey'd chuckle 



GREAT DANGER. 




Life Insurance Doctor — Do you con- 
template any enterprise Involving 
great personal risk or danger? 

Applicant— Yes; I'm going to dis- 
charge our cook tonight. 



The Joy of Freedom. 



Having Her Way. 

"So you are going to housekeeping 
as soon as you're married? I thought 
you had made up your mind to board." 

"Yes, but George Is equally deter- 
mined to have a house of our own." 

"And so you are going to keep house 



A New Kind. 

Magistrate— Officer, what la this 
man charged with? 

Constable — He's a camera fiend of 
the worst kind, yer worship. 

Magistrate — But this man shouldn't 
have been arrested simply because he 
has a mania for taking pictures. 

Constable— It l B n't that, yer worship; 
he takes the cameras. 



"Hal 



An Advance Tip. 



It is i 
o 1 Fr 



tedle 



It i 



dent they are watching church 
members' and their children. Go 
to the State prisons and look at 
the records. Belief and faith is 
a farce of the Holy Ghost. Back- 
sliders have patches on their 
knees but larger patches on their 
seat ends black-sliding. There 
must be some ( pure butter i and 

(Oleomargeiene) Boiy fjhoet Bet- 
tar have the pure food or other 
inspection ofteer attend to that 
matter. Yours for Freethought, 

USWI8 W. NBMKR. 



ROBER G INGERSOLL 

Continued from page 4) 
whole world owes him a debt of 
gratitude, for his work, for his 
influences are world-wide in ex- 
tent. There is not a land be- 
neath the sun where his BflaW and 
works have not gone, and wher- 
ever they have gone they have 



for the end, including a notihen 
lion to his friends. 

WORLDS BEST WATCHES. 
Men s New Thin Model, 16 Size. 

Waltham: "Riverside Maxi- 
rnua." 23 jewels, $55: "Crescent 
Street," 21 jewels. *23; " River- 
side." 19 jewels, $21 : " P. T. Bart- 
lett." 17 jewels. 112.60; "625," 
17 jewels. #10; 15 jewels, $8; 7 

jewels, $6. 

Elgin: "No. 156" or "162," 21 
jewels, $55; - Veritas," 23 jew- 
els, $30; B. W. Raymond, l'J jew- 
els, -$21; "242,'" 17 jewels, $18; 
'241," 1/" jewels, $12; 15 jewels, 
*8; 7 jewels, $6; "34U" or "33y," 
u jewels, $10. 

O-Sts: All the above in the new 
Thin Model Silveriue Screw 
Cases. In Fay's, Crown or Deu- 
oer tilled gold case, guaranteed 
by the manufacturers fur 20 
>ears, artistic hand chased or 
plain, $3, or hunting ease, $5 
more. In 25 year case, $2 more 
than in 20 year ease. In cases 
guaranteed for all time, screw, $8, 
or hunting, $10 more than in 8U< 
verine case. Prices of solid gold 
eases on application. 

Every watch guaranteed fresh 
and new from factory (.no "shop- 
keepers"], an accurate timekeep- 
er and. if well used, good for 
ilty years or longer. Will be 
ept in order for one year. 1 pay 
freight. 

end for price list of Watches 
not li.sted above, Diamonds. 
Jewelry, Rings. Silver and Plated 
Ware, Gptdeal Goods, Ring 
GrUage, and my tract. "The Ax 
tnd the Root," free. Highest 
price paid for old gold 



LaOrange, Cook Co., 111. 
110 N. Kensington Ave. 



DOO FENNEL. 



When a young man the author had 
i arte, 1 out to walk through the Holy 
«n,ls on foot. Reaching Parla he guv* 
up the Journey and returned home. He 
made the trip by rail and bout about 
three years before his death This hook 
fives an account of what he raw and 
explodes 



lady who signs herself 'Nervous,' " 
aaid the answerB-to-correspondents ed- 

rld of organ grinders." 
£Tell her topay them hefpre they 
iggefTed the^horae" reporter. 
Then they'll leave at the end of the 
first untune." 



Frequent 

"Town council met down In the hall 
last night." announced the old store- 
keeper at Bacon Ridge. 

"That so?" rejoined the atarch drum- 
mer. ''Did they 
I "Yea, a quart 
passing pretty 
meeting." 



Vain Regrets. 

In— Have you seen that estl- 
' what Chicago spends for cool 
.erases on a hot day? It 



AS THEY SHOULD BE. 




say. parson, I 
In dat afore yo" gits froo wid yo" con- 
gregation yo'll have ter have ah piano 
ir.akcr »ld yo'. 

Parson Jones— What yo' mean by 



•He vowa he la tired of living." 
"Well?" 

"I must reatrain him from doln 
anything rash." 

"Why reatrain him? Let him go I 
boarding If he wants to." 



The Final Prix*. 

i .id ii « Gunner-l see where an English clg- 

Bound^Mo Pag...^ Postpaid HM. arette company ls offering a tomb- 
stone for the return of 10.000 coupons 
Gunner— H'm! I guess any smoker 
iliat got away wlih 10.00 packs wou:d 
:ieed a loaiustoue. 



Whenever I mini aw, 
I feel that I should c 



HE WAS NEXT. 




Willie (aged six)— Say. papa, wl 
s a king? 

Mr Hen peck — A king, my son. Is 
terson whose authority Is practically 
inllmlted, whose word is law 
vhom everybody must obey. 

Willie— Then. papa. I guess mat 



A Nightn 

nrd with at 



"I don't know whether 1 ought to 
take you serioualy or not.'" says the 
fair young thing to the gallant 
who has Just proposed. 'I've he*rd 
that you were engaged to ten glrla 
last summer." 

"My dear, those weren't real engage- 
menu. They were Juat 
skirmishes."— Judge 



Time to Move. 

"I don't know where my next meal 
Is coming from." whined the duaty 
wayfarer at the kitchen window. 

"Well. I can enlighten you on one 
point," snapped the woman In 
red sunbonnet. 

"Ah, and what la that, mum?"' 



"Have you ever 
asked the coy maid. 

"Yes," yawned the 
man. "but — er— never 
eron. two small brother 
bulldog." 

And then she suggested a trip down 
the old road to aee the stars 

His Comet Calculation. 

"Thank de Lawd." satrt Brother 
Dickey, "it'll be seventy-gve years fo' 
de comet cornea back!" 

"How old will you be at that time?" 



i hundred an' ten!" 




i young 



Tha High Water Mark. 

Mrs. Robinson— And were you up 
the Rhine? 

Mrs. De Jones (juat returned from 
a continental trip)— I ahould think 
so; right to the very top. What a 
splendid view there Is from the sum- 
mit!— Tlt-Blts. 



HARD OF HEARING. 




Convict— No: I'm bo hard of hearing 
onsclence couldn't get a word with 
ae with a 



A Bow or a Row. 

Casey — Next time Oi pans wld • 
lady, Mulligan, ye ll take aff yer hat 
Mulligan— An' suppose OI refuse" 
Casey— Then, be hlvlns, ye'll take 

aff yer coat. 



The Only Way. 
Her Brother— What is the b 
to win a woman's love? 
Hla Slater— Her way, of emi 



THEN HE STOOD DOWN. 




money-lender, and I'm the author ol 
all the sharp letters to backward bor 
rowers. If you remember, I sent you 



The 8plrlt of Aggression. 

Rallfenee— The Turkey Trot Trib- 

tlve sort of paper, but I notice lately 
that the editor takes the ground that 
the United States can lick Germany, 
Japan and England combined, and Jest 
dares 'em ter sail In. 

Backlots— Yes. Turkey Trot's been 
dry fer years, but jest voted wet a 
:ouple of months ago. I tell ye, the 
press is a purty reliable mirror of 
public opinion. — Puck. 



"Did : 



Another Fake. 

see the 'lightning calcu- 
lator In the side show?" asked the old 
farmer in the wide straw hat. 

"By heck, yes," drawled the other 
rurallte. "and he was the biggest fake 
In the show." 
"How was that?" 

"Why. thar was a thunderstorm go- 
ing on while I was In the tent and 
when I asked him If he could calcu- 
late where the lightning was going to 
strike he just gave me the laugh." 



Speaking From Experience. 

There was a family reunion down 
at the Smith house and little Tommy 
Smith had been kissed by no less than 
seven aunta. 

"Gee whizz!" he pouted as he took 
refuge In the cellar, "der's no doubt 
about it." 

No doubt about what?" asked his 



UP-TO-DATE STORE. 




We roll In with a mighty bluff 



The Bargain Instinct. 

Tom — I hear Miss Rockervllt Is en- 
gaged to the duke. Do you think It 
was a case of love on her part? 

Jack— No; It's another case of th* 
feminine bargain Instinct. The duke't 
first figures were $200,000. but he 
dropped to $198,000. 



More Appropriate. 

"What name?" aaked the police mag- 
istrate, as the rich 
brought up for s 

"John Doe," 
"and 1 am a millionaire." 

"You are. eh? Then I'll 
.lohn Dough." 



Tapesca— I suppose you'll spend the 
season In Europe among the big bugs? 

Tlckerly — Unless the market 
changes I'll be more likely to spend 
It out In Yaphank among 
bugs— Puck. 




Theory va. Practise. 

Singleton— Do you believe In the 
old adage about marrying lu haste 
and repenting at leisure? 

Wedderly— No, I don't. After a man 
marries he has no lelaure. 



Keeping His Word. 

"Mr. Dustln Stax said he waa go- 
lf to retire with a fortune." 

"He baa kept hla word. Whenever 
• got* to sleep he puts his wallet 



1 



■ Continued fawn page 1) 
and tins WNt luun reversed nun 



perSSSUawSa ut> Unit 



ul religious 
1 the italiau 
in the iiUi 
century, Ml hau ins tongue cut 
on uuu whs Uion strangled to 
ucitn M ULW UMMM ol Unit 
period; out the world iiad oe- 
couic more civilized, when them; 
r.'Ui Wilt M J Clirisliaiis got alter 
MttMMflfcj M MM worst tiiey could 
Uo was to UiKc away ins liberty, 
.vud tins ieaus we to remark tliat 
l liristiaiuty never did nor never 
wul cease to persecute their op- 
ponents when in power. But did 
you ever hear or a rreeUunker 
wlio wanted to kill or imprison a 
person that did not thuiii as he 
did / 1 never did ; and in tins 
tool you see the ditlerence be- 
tween the inliueiiee ol Christian- 
ity and t reetliought on men's 
mints* Intolerance slumbers in 
every creed, dogma and proi'es- 

eoUsd serpent it lies, ready to 
spring upon the unbeliever when 
conditions are favorable. There 
is no love, mercy or forgiveness 
IB religion lauuticism. It exacts 
belief, obedience and submission 
and woe to him who rebels when 
ii iias power to punish! And 
what is the reason for all this/ 
it is found in the fact that every 
devotee to religion thinks he 
knows the will and wishes of 
Uod, and it is his duty to so reg- 
ulate the belief and conduct ol 
his fellow men that they will ac- 
eord with Uod S desires. In an 
effort to please his phantom, or 
imaginary Uod, lies the secret 
ami the basis of all the persecut- 
ions, imprisonments, bloodshed, 
torture, and destruction of life 
Unit has attended he march of 
Christianity through 19 centuries 
of time. When mortal man goes 
into partnership with God and 
tries lo run the world as he thinks 
God wants it run, then liberty 
lo think, to speak, to write be- 
< "iues a crime, and suppression 
is demanded. 

\\ hill religious freedom is 
greater today than the world 
ever saw it before, that fact is 
not due tn any inherent change 
in religion itself, but to the divis- 
ions and subdivisions of its forces 
and its decrease in numbers and 
iuiluence. As religion loses pow- 
er through the increase of sects, 
mental iorces find more freedom 
to act, and men better opportun- 
ities to break away from the 
errors of the past. As intelli- 
gence increases, religion de- 
c reuses, and this rule is uot only 
invariable, but universal. You 
have only to lind a community 
with a low order of intelligence 
to find a stronghold of religion, 
lor people who do not think and 
reaaon, study and reflect, fall 
ready victims to superstition in 
Wan form; and even in locilities 
whew general intelligence does 
prevail, we find many who are in 
bondage to religious authority, 
and who receive their opinions 
ready made instead of producing 
their own. 

"1 have met," says a brilliant 
writer and keen observer, •'hun- 
dredi of shrewd business man 
who are still the slaves of the 
church. They have not time for 
reflection. I have struck miners, 
bold, resolute and adventurous, 
who obe y ed the priest." And so 
we see it everywhere, for men 
win. do not or will not ponder 
and reflect on every form and 
phase ol religious thought, must 
and will be enslaved by those 
they blindly follow. And this 
fael leada up to the question: 
What is thought for, if not to 
BMl And why should any man 
relegate to another his natural 
right to think and form his own 
opinionat Why should any man 

a -pi a creed that compels him 

tn travel in a circle all his days? 
Why bind himself to the errors 



to indulge in senseless cer- 
emonials. IW sits on MM dome 
of thought and direel* iiontal 
action, and for this reason, if 
there were no other, all religions 
ar ■ f curse and a damage to the 
human race. No man can he 
mentally free who hag any kind 
or form of religion, tor its very 
lirst effect is to limit the scope 

ol thought. through iDDreheneioa 
of incurring (iod 
makes mot tal cowards to *tart 
with, and such are no mora fit to 
deal 
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,opl, 



iiiman beings sustain to Matt 
han are thos,< horn deficient 

sense and reason. 

Any intellect t 1 at is perverted |< 

or handicapped by religious 

fluences is deserving of pity, for j 3 
it. is a great misfortune, to say 
the least. 

However .tin- ouman race as a 

whole, is fast rising above the 
fogs of fear and rupcretittaii and 
into the (dear sunlight d i is. n, 
but. workers ar? still needed to 
advance the movement and 
quicken Ihe development )C gen- 
eral intelligence, tie the priest- 
hood is striving just as hard as 
eve- to hold the world baeb and 
to ke-p the minds of its victims 
in a state, of na-juv stupidity. 

But when wo consider tliO 
great changes :•! the last t bitty 
ears there is mueh room fo* 



hope regarding the fatn 

man ever lived win 



Blue Grass Blade Bound volume 

Containing Fifty-two Copies of The Blade and all handsomely 
bound in Blue Buckram with gold letters. 

$3.00 Reduced from last year's price $3.00 
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For Five New Subscribers For Five New Subscribers 
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thoughts and the 
ries in the years just imention.^1 
than did this great advocate of 
light and knowledge. 

The importance of [ageraoU'l 
work in the realms of Free- 
thought is beyond estimate, bad 
that work is still in progress, 
though he is no longer with us, 
for the art of printing mikes 
possible its emit ituint uiti and per- 
petuity. .Men will read lugeraoU 
as long as Shakespear", and aiore 
will read his thoughts and senti- 
ments, for the good and sufficient 
reason that his style is clearer 
and more easily understood, In- 
gersoll, like Paine, had the happy 
faculty of bs : B«: nbi* t,i reac'i the 
common people, an I both iln.se 



i did i 



l a manner l 



Try as they would, and as they 
upheav- did, the Christian opponents of 
Col. Ingersoll were never able to 
point out a serious moral defeat 
in the num. His life was a model 
one, both iu his domestic and 
public relations, and those who 
knew him best admit all this. 

Said the Mayor of Peoria, the 
former home of Ingersoll, when 
rebuking a slanderer: 

•While differing from myself 
and many others in politics, and 
having independent views on re- 
ligion, wdiich he fearlessly ex- 
prsSBcd*** We IVorians hold his 
name ami lame as something to 
In cherished, and I consider his 
lite a blessing and a sunshine on 
the highway of life." 

Xo one who really knew him 
ise, for the gen- 



reached or excel 
truly grert 

While dtjaHnc With the greatest 
questions thu; ?oik >ra kudikiud, 
Ingersoll was never ,iod; mu < r 
stilted; his style was easy, natural 
and attractive and J words 
could be made u> reveal :d<as 
with perfect elearoesa, he never 
failed to make them. There is no 
rthu 



i J' er iaJ. generous, broad-minded and 
"'■ r sympathetic Bob Ingersoll 



the nearest to being an ideal man 
of any that friends or foes can 
mention. 

Said he: "Good nature is the 
cheapest i nwinflitjr in tlie world, 
ami love is the only thing that 
will pay ten per cent to liorrower 

and lender both. Happiness is the 
legal tender of the soul. Joy is 
wealth," and by these principles 
his whole life was shaped and in- 
fluenced. The place to be happy 
is here. — the time is now. was his 
lifedong motto: and in this view 
of existence he differed from BBS 
Christian who expects the most 
and the best in some other world, 
though, strange to say. none of 
I hem have the least anxiety to 
leave this world and enter into 
what is known as the eternal joys 
of the next. Their real attitude, 
in this matter has been correctly 
put in rhyme, and these wi 
express it: 



"You can talk about the glories 
of a home beyond the skies: 
Of a clime that is supernal, 
Where Ihe land of rapture lies; 
You can talk about the beauties 
< )f a grand, eternal home, — 
Hut I want tO murmur gently 



of the 



! the 



truths of the present? Why shut 
his eyes and close his ears to any 
faei i hat comes his way? He 
does so because of prejudice en- 
gendered by false teachings, and 
religion has always been engag- 



es due iJic failure of millions to 
think aud reason clearly on all 
snlij-ets. .Men come into the 
world under its influence in some 
form, and are brought up to be- 
li eve tiny cannot doubt or ques- 
ii..n certain thiagl without en- 
(buffering their future happiness, 
and right here is seen the basis 
of that stupidity which charact- 
erizes Ihe deeply religious. They 
fear to think, and go through 

this world enslaved by error us 

ideas Their phantom Cod is ever 
before them with his exactions 
and demands, and a mistaken 
Sense of duty im-iels them to pray 



he wrote or said. He left that 
style of expression to the priest- 
hood and those who make a spec- 
ialty of deceiving their fellow- 
He was honest and sincere 
at all times, and what he said he 
■ally thought and meant. There 
as a high and lofty purpose in 
I he said or did, for to do good 
and make i he world better than 
found il, was the object that 
inspired his efforts. His genial 
nature drew men unto him as the 
magnet draws the steel, and his 
great heart was the abode of 
love, good will and sympathy for 
1 saanMnd; and because of such 
aatarewe Sad the reason for his 
instant warfare on superstition 
and Other evils that detract from 
human happiness and tend to fill 
the world with woe. He could 
t wdiile religious 
fakes and frauds (loisoned the j 
public mind and perverted the J 
reasoning faculties with their , n s)ijtt , of , )elief> lhat r)6r90 n 
hoary-headed superstitions, tlm js y . ( . t , () lj€ f oun( \ w ho is in any 
had be done so. there is DO doubt h „ rl . v fo exchange the real joy- 
he could have reached the high- ()f this woHd for the imaginary 
est political -position in the land. | ()m , s ((f anotner So inconsistency 
But for his unbelief in the Christ- i lmjgt pver stl||jd as a christiai 
iau religion, the (inventorship of tl ., lit rf ( h list iani t v presented 
Illinois would beyond question j nothin|J hut j mll <,inarv joys ' 
have been his. When his candid- , fh( , |( ,. 01 ,|,. mli r\ [t tolerate it 
acy was considered, no other oh- . |s ( pigging delusion, but when 
jection was raised, for his abili- ;, sl . t| ,, s peopla to its fabled 

li. s were not and could not be , )( .|, fha[1 to its imaginary heaven, 
questioned. But the moment an | tJ)e P i iaracte r of such a religion 
unbeliever is mentioned for po- |„. ( . ( „ llt . s uninviting, and we want 
litical preferment .that moment j, not 

religious bigotry begins its cus-| A storv wa8 ; n c i r( .„] H tion at 
tomai y work of creating prejll- I 0I)( , , im / , , |at fV)1 [nganoU'i hSr 
dice, and on pie.judiec and Its ^ 0 f ( ,riho,h,x Christianity 
diffusion is Imilt Ihe main hope W . 1S dM f „ th<1 harshness of his 
father's character. f..r the eler.jy 

professed inability to see say 

other good cause for his enmity 
toward their saered, but hellish, 
superstition, and this story neces- 
sitated a letter from him which is 
here reproduced: 



famous dogmas. I was not driven 
by the oakiadness of my father 
to hate a Cod who would order, 
according to the Old Testament, 
sweet bodies of women to be 
ripped open by the sword. My 
father was a kmd and loving 
He loved his children ten- 
derly and intensely. There was 
no sacrifice he would not and did 
not gladly make for them, lie 
had one misfortune, and that was 
his religion. He believed the Bi- 
shadow of that 
frightful book he passed his life. 
" ed iu the truth of its 
and for years, thinking 
of the fate of the human race, his 
eye- were filled with tears. See- 
ing the effect upon him — seeing 
that, religion simply made men 
unhappy. I learned to hate what 
generally known as orthodox 
religion. 1 abhor the outrageous 
melties and horrors described 
n the Old Testament, perpetrat- 
ed, as it alleges, by the command 
. I abhor the threatenings 
New Testament. I utterly 
the doctrines of total de- 
• and eternal punishment. I 
ly Ixiok that teaches these 
ea, I hate iiiiv Coil that 
such a book. I hate these 
i brain 



I ha* 



things becaus 
and a heart. I 
thev are infamously, and heart- 
lessly, and brainlessly falsi-, cow- 
ardly and infaiiKius. My father 
was infinitely better than the Qod 
he worshipped — infinitely better 
than the religi. *i he preached. 
And these stories abou' his un- 
kindness are maliciously untrue. 
The bigots of today ar.. wiliini? 
to slander him in orde- to get 
even with me. Can anything "X- 
easd the arrogance of hu-iility 
and the nvalice of universal for- 
giveness V 



does the greatest misery— Real- 
ity or Imagination?" 1 had to 
confess that the power of each 
was about equal \ and as he de- 
clared he could no* escape the 
feeling that his sufferings were 
real and he could throw them off. 
I still think so. 

The skier Ingersoll was afflict- 
ed with Bible beliefs that were as 
bad as this man's hallucinations, 
and both cases, while slightlv dif 
brant, were much alike. The 
imagination was reached in some 
manner, not exactly clear in the 
ease of this old gentleman, and 
the brain acted wdthout volition 
or the eon trolling influence of 
reason. With IngersolL's father, 
the imagination was reached and 
controlled by Bible falsehoods, 
and both these men endured 
what might be termed an intel- 
lectual nightmare. 

Reason could not reach one 
and give relief, but it could the 
other: so wdien Robert (i. Inger- 
soll l»egan to disseminate reason 
end eonSBMMl sense as an antidote 
for Bible horrors and the tinedish 

superstition of Christianity, he 
began one of the most important 
works to which a man ever devot- 
ed bis time and attention. Think 
(lor S moment of the mental ag- 
and the misery without end 

wed in the wake of 
Who can estimate 
I volume that has 
d engulfed the hit- 
ic last 1900 years? 
tissry sad insanity 
are the natural products of the 
beautiful doctrine of total de- 
pravity and endless punishment; 

Bob Tngei 
oltiire. th 
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the man who believed in happi- 
ness and joy was an uncomprom- 
ising opponent of the lerlitudiis 
religion. It was because happi- 
ness ami jov cannot be built upon 

it. nor experienced " ill the shad- 



that 



Ltfnl 



nything that will d 
tract from a man's character and 
standing is used to his disadvan- 
tage, whether true or false, and 
no one can descend .to a lower 
depth of meanness than a Christ- 
ian working t*> defeat an unbe- 
liever for a political office. For 

sue!, people 'fn'lie honest, trilthflll 

OT decent in their treatment of 
one who rejects their hell-fire re- 
ligion : and while mere belief is 
considered I virtu that surpasses 
principle and conduct, such will 
ever be the case. 



"The story that the uiikindness 
of my father drove me into Infi- 
delity is simply an orthodox lie. 
The bigotR, unable to meet my 
a rgUMi enta, are endeavoring to 
dig open the grave and calumni- 
ate the dead. This they are will- 
ing to do in defense of their in- 



Bible- if one sincerely believes 
it. This is the conclusion of ev 
cry rational man. and all sucli 
feel to tight and oppose such bar 
riers to life's enjoyment. 

What a picture Ingersoll drawl 
of his kind aud loving father, 
whose mind was tilled with un- 
happy thoughts, and his eyes 
with tears, because he believed 
the Bible and the Christian relig- 
ion. All his days he carried this 
burden, and was tormented with 
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thought changes, and the man 
who gives to the world better and 
brighter thoughts, who by the 
power of mind, raises the scale 
of intellectual development, is a 
public benefactor. Such a man 
was Robert G. Ingeirsoll, and the 
fontiued on page 3 
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less fears and baseless troubles. 
But to him they were real, and 
his qrntpathstid nature was har- 
rowed with the thought that eter- 
nal punishment was to be tSM 
fate of millions of his fellow men. 
Such is the power of belief; hence 

every mna'l duty who knows it 
is to fight and destroy such doc- 
trines. 

I stood by the bedside of an 
old man recently who suffered 
more than words can express 
with hallucinations. I sought to 
comfort him and lessen his suf- 
ferings by telling him they were 
not real, but imaginary, -that 
his brain was abnormal in its ac- 
tion, when he put to DM this qua* 
tion: "Which has power to -wo- 
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